
SELF-STORAGE BUILDINGS AND DEVELOPMENTS: 

Definition: 

Mini-Warehouse, Self-Storage or Mini-Warehouse Facility: A building or group of buildings, each of 

which contains several individual storage units, each with a separate door and lock and which can be 

leased on an individual basis. Self-Storage or Mini-warehouses Facilities within the Commercial Zone(s) 

are contained within a fenced, controlled-access compound.  Fencing is not a requirement in the 

Industrial Zone(s). 

Development Requirements: 

- A Self-Storage Facility Development shall have a minimum land area of 2 acres. 

- The use of the premises shall be limited to storage only and shall not be used for operating any 

other business, for maintaining or repairing of vehicles, recreational equipment, or other items, for 

recreational activity, hobby, or any purpose other than the storage of personal and business items.  

-  Site Lighting.  Site Lighting shall be designed as not to allow more than 0.5-foot candle at the 

exterior property line.  Lighting shall be down shielded.  Lighting shall not exceed 20 feet in 

height. Directional Shielded Wall Packs are encouraged. 

-  The Facility shall have gravel and/or hard surface access drives. 

- The Facility shall provide grading, drainage and detention in accordance with the jointly adopted 

Strom Water Standards for Isabella County & Chippewa Township. (Refer to Chippewa 

Township-Isabella County Storm Water Standards. 

-  Time of Operation within the Commercial Zone(s) shall be no earlier than 7:00 AM and no later 

than 11:00 PM.  Within Industrial Zone(s) there are no limitations for hours of operation. 

- An on-site office is not required.  However, should a office be desired, on-site parking, barrier 

free parking and trash removal shall be addressed. 

Structure Requirements: 

- Self-storage buildings shall have a mansard, gable, hip, or gambrel roof design. A flat roof is 

prohibited within Commercial Zone(s).  A single pitch roof may be allowed as a special use in the 

Industrial District. 

-  All structures shall comply with the requirements of the governing building authority. 

-  Maximum Length of Structures shall not exceed 200 feet in all zones. 

-  Maximum Height of Structure shall be less than 20 feet in Commercial Zone(s) and less than 45 

feet in Industrial Zone(s). 

Access Requirements: 

- Entrances and exits shall be designed in accordance with the requirements of the Isabella 

County Road Commission.  If only one access is provided, it shall be a boulevard style access.   

- Self-storage facilities shall have direct access to a public road and/or an approved private road.  

- Site traffic movements shall be accommodated within the site.  Access Isles must accommodate 

a vehicle loading/unloading at a unit while allowing for a minimum fire lane of 20 feet. 

- All access points shall be gated within Commercial Zone(s).  All access gates shall Knox Box Fire 

Access.   

 



Security and Screening Requirements: 

- All Self-Storage Facilities within the Commercial Zone(s) shall be fenced with 6-foot tall fencing.  

Fencing must restrict access to only designated points of entry. 

- Any and all access points into the facility, within Commercial Zone(s) shall be gated. 

- Facilities abutting a residential use or zone shall have a 15-foot setback of all improvements 

from the common property line and shall be maintained as a buffer area.  

- Buffer Areas shall be utilized as Landscaped Screening.   

- Facility Lighting. The facility shall have security lighting.  No portion of the facility shall have less 

than 0.5-foot candles. 

Outdoor Storage Requirements: 

- Outdoor Recreational Vehicle Storage as an Accessory Use Only, within the Industrial Zone(s). 

Outdoor storage of recreational vehicles shall be incidental and subordinate to the principal use 

on the site. The outdoor storage area shall be located outside of all required setback areas. It 

shall lie interior to the storage facility and fully screened from road rights-of-way and adjacent 

land uses. Outdoor storage of any type is prohibited in the Commercial Zone(s). 

- General Outdoor Storage is prohibited in all zones. No storage outside of the self-storage 

buildings shall be permitted. 


